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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend Claims 1, 5-6, 9-10, 15 and 21, cancel Claims 22-24, and add Claims 25- 
27 as indicated: 

1. (currently amended) A method for co-operative thermal management of a plurality of 
independent electronic devices housed within a common enclosure, said method c omprising: 

designating a priority number for each of said plurality of independent electronic devices, 
wherein each of said plurality of independent electronic devices has a thermal controller; [[and]] 
measuring a temperature of each of said plurality of independent electronic devices; and 
for each of said plurality of independent electronic devices: 

determining if said measured temperature exceeds a threshold value for said 
independent electronic device; [[and]] 

in response to a determination that said measured temperature exceeds a threshold 
value, i nitializing a count-down value to said designated priority number of said 
independent electronic device in r e spons e to a d e t e rmination that paid measured 
t e mperature exo ee do a thr e shold - vohi e ; 

counting down said count-down value as long as said measured temperature 
exceeds said threshold value; and 

in response to said count-down value reaching a pre-detennined action level, 
powering down said independent electronic device . 

2. (original) The method for co-operative thermal management as recited in Claim 1, wherein 
said initializing a count-down value further includes initiating an interval timer. 

3. (original) The method for co-operative thermal management as recited in Claim 1, wherein 
said initializing a count-down value further includes waiting a first predetermined period of time 
before repeating said measuring a temperature of said independent electronic device in response 
to a determination that said measured temperature does not exceed said threshold value. 

4. (original) The method for co-operative thermal management as recited in Claim 2, wherein 
said measuring a temperature further includes: 
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determining if said count-down value is equal to zero; and 

powering-down said independent electronic device in response to a detennination that 
said count-down value is equal to zero, otherwise waiting a second predetermined period of time 
before obtaining a second temperature measurement of said independent electronic device and 
determining if said second temperature measurement exceeds said threshold value. 

5. (currently amended) The method for co-operative thermal management as recited in 
Claim 4, wherein said measuring a temperature further includes: 

determining if said interval timer has expired in response to a determination that said 
second temperature measurement exceeds said threshold value; and 

decrementing said count-down value, [[reinitiate]] and subsequently reinitiating said 
interval timer and [[repeat]] repeating said detennining if said count-down value is equal to zero 
in response to a determination that said interval timer has expired, otherwise repeat waiting a 
second predetermined period of time before obtaining a temperature measurement. 

6. (currently amended) A method for co-operative thermal management of a plurality of 
independent electronic devices housed within a common enclosure, said method comprising: 

designating a priority number for each of said plurality of independent electronic devices, 
wherein each of said plurality of independent electronic devices has a service processor that 
remains operational when said electronic device is powered down; and 

measuring a temperature of each of said plurality of independent electronic devices^and 
for each of said plurality of independent electronic devices: 

detennining if said measured temperature exceeds a threshold value for said independent 

electronic device; [[and]] 

in response to a determination that said measured temperature exceeds a threshold value. 
initializing a count-down value to said designated priority number of said independent 
electronic device in rooponoe - to a d e termination that said measured temperature docs not 
exceed a throohold vs toe; 

counting down said count-down value as long as said measured temperature exceeds said 
threshold value; and 
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in response to said count-down value reaching a pre-detextniaed action leveL powering 
down said indepeaflqat electronic device, 

1, (original) The method for co-operative thermal management as recited in Claim 6, wherein 
said initializing a count-down value further includes initiating an interval timer. 

8. (original) The method for co-operative thermal management as recited in Claim 7, wherein 
said measuring a temperature further includes: 

determining if said count-down value is equal to zero; and 

powenng-up said independent electronic device in response to a detertnination that said 
count-down value is equal to zero, otherwise waiting a second predetermined period of time 
before obtaining a second temperature measurement of said independent electronic device and 
determining if said second temperature measurement exceeds said threshold value. 

9. (currently amended) The method for co-operative thermal management as recited in 
Claim 8, wherein said m e asuring a temperature) further includes further comprising : 

detenniniiig if said interval timer has expired in response to a determination that said 
second temperature measurement does not exceed said threshold value; and 

decrementing said count-down value, [[reinitiate]] and subsequently reinitiating said 
interval timer and [[repeat]] repeating said detennining if said count-down value is equal to zero 
in response to a determination that said interval timer has expired, otherwise repeat waiting a 
second predetermined period of time before obtaining a temperature measurement. 

10. (currently amended) An electronic device, comprising: 

a designated priority number; and 
a thermal controller, including: 

means for measuring a temperature of said electronic device; 

means for detennining if said measured temperature exceeds a threshold value for said 
electronic device; [[and]] 
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means fo r, responsive to a determination that said measured temperature exceeds a 
threshold value, initializing a count-down value to said designated priority number of 
said electronic device; 

means for counting down said count-down value as long as said measured 
temperature exceed? sajjd thye&pfri value; jind 

means for, responsive to said count-down va hi^ rp.ar.h uig a pre-detennined action 
leveL powering down said electronic device . 

11. (original) The electronic device as recited in Claim 10, wherein said thermal controller is 
embodied in a service processor that remains operational when said electronic device is powered 
down. 

12. (original) The electronic device as recited in Claim 10, wherein said thermal controller 
powers down said electronic device in response to a determination that said measured 
temperature exceeds said threshold value and said count-down value i$ equal to zero. 

13. (original) The electronic device as recited in Claim 11, wherein said service processor 
powers up said electronic device in response to a determination that said measured temperature 
does not exceed said threshold value and said count-down value is equal to zero. 

14. (original) The electronic device as recited in Claim 11, wherein said electronic device is a 
server blade. 

1 5 . (currently amended) A data processing system, comprising: 

an enclosure; and 

a plurality of independent electronic devices housed within said enclosure, wherein each 
of said plurality of independent electronic devices having: 
a designated priority, and 
a thermal controller, including: 

means for measuring a temperature of said independent electronic device; 
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means for determining if said measured temperature exceeds a threshold value for 
said independent electronic device; [[and]] 

means fo r, responsive to a determination that said measured temperature exceeds 
a threshold value, initializing a count-down value to said designated priority number of 
said independent electronic devices 

means ibr counting down said count-down value as long as said measured 
temperature exceeds said threshold value: and 

means for, responsive to said count-down vialue reaching a pre-determined action 
level, powering down said electronic device . 

16. (original) The data processing system as recited in Claim 1 5, further comprising: 

a backplane coupled to said plurality independent electronic devices; and a plurality of 

fans. 

17. (original) The data processing system as recited in Claim 15, wherein said thermal 
controller is embodied in a service processor that remains operational when said independent 
electronic device is powered down. 

18. (original) The data processing system as recited in Claim 15, wherein said thermal 
controller powers down said independent electronic device in response to a determination that 
said measured temperature exceeds said threshold value and said count-down value is equal to 
zero. 

19. (original) The data processing as recited in Claim 17, wherein said service processor powers 
up said independent electronic device in response to a determination that said measured 
temperature does not exceed said threshold value and said count-down value is equal to zero. 

20. (original) The data processing system as recited in Claim 15, wherein said independent 
electronic device is a server blade. 



RPS920010115US1 -6- 



PAE 7/12 1 RCVD AT 2/1 1/2005 4:17:41 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 1 SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1M 1 DNIS:8729306 * CS1D:512M3M46 * DURATION (mm-ss):0340 



FEB/H/-2005/FRI 03:08 PM DILLON & YUDELL, LLP FAX No. 5123436446 



P. 008 



21. (currently amended) A computer-readable medium having stored thereon computer 
executable instructions for implementing a method for co-operative thermal management of a 
plurality of independent electronic devices housed within a common enclosure, said computer 
executable instructions when executed by one of said plurality of independent electronic devices 
perform the steps of: 

designating a priority number for said independent electronic device, 

measuring a temperature of said independent electronic device; 

detexmioing if said measured temperature exceeds a threshold value for said independent 
electronic device; [[and]] 

in response to a determination that said measured temperature exceeds a threshold value. 
initializing a count-down value to said designated priority number of said independent electronic 
device and initiate an interval timer in r e spons e to a d e termination that paid mooourod 
t e mperatur e exooodc a threshold valu e i 

counting do wn said count-down value as long as said measured temperature exceeds said 
threshold value: and 

in response to said count-down value reaching a nre-detennined action level, powering 
down said independent electronic device . 

22-24. (cancelled) 

25. (new) The method of claim 1, wherein said step of measuring said temperature of each 
of said plurality of independent electronic devices is in response to a specific event. 

26. (new) The method of claim 25, wherein said specific event is an interior of said common 
enclosure reaching a predetermined internal temperature. 

27. (new) The method of claim 25, wherein said specific event is a failure of at least one 
cooling fan coupled with said common enclosure. 
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